
 

Panel 1 

Comparative lessons: What is Transitional Justice and How Has It Worked in Other Countries? 

 

This panel will highlight the experience of transitional justice (TJ) processes in other nations to help 
better understand how the TJ framework has been applied globally.  The aim of this event is to launch 
the TJ in the USA Speakers Series and start a conversation on if and how the TJ model might work in the 
United States and whether or not international experiences should be relevant to local U.S. initiatives 
calling for truth, reparations and justice.  

 

MODERATOR:  

Lisa J. Laplante, Professor and Director, Center for International Law and Policy, New England Law | 
Boston 

 

SPEAKERS: 

Providing an overview of Transitional Justice Framework 

Pablo de Greiff, Director of the Transitional Justice Program and the Prevention Project at the Center for 
Human Rights and Global Justice at NYU School of Law.  Former UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Promotion of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and Guarantees of Non-Recurrence. 

 

Sharing global experiences of truth, reparation and justice 

Igor Cvetkovski, Senior Advisor on Reparations to the Global Survivors Fund 

Eduardo Gonzalez, Research Affiliate - Mary Hoch Center for Reconciliation, former member of the 
Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

Sarah Kasande, Head of Office, International Center for Transitional Justice and an Advocate of Courts of 
Judicature in Uganda. 

Yasmin Sooka, Executive Director of the Foundation for Human Rights in South Africa, and former 
member of the South African Truth and Reconciliation. Commission and the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Sierra Leone. 

 

Reflecting on the process of a US truth commission learning from other countries 

Sally Avery Bermanzohn, PhD., Professor Emerita, Brooklyn College, CUNY (for City University of New 
York). 

  



 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS: 

Pablo de Greiff directs the Transitional Justice Program and the Prevention Project at the Center for 
Human Rights and Global Justice. From 2001 to 2014, Pablo was the Director of Research at the 
International Center for Transitional Justice.  

He served as the first UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation, and 
guarantees of non-recurrence from 2012 to 2018, as a member of the UN Independent Investigation on 
Burundi (UNIIB) in 2015-16, and since 2019 serves in the UN Secretary General’s Civilian Advisory Board. 
During his term as Special Rapporteur, Pablo conducted country visits to Uruguay, the United Kingdom 
and Northern Ireland, Tunisia, Spain, Burundi, Sri Lanka and presented over a dozen reports to the UN 
Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly. 

Pablo contributed to the drafting of the final report of the Stockholm Initiative on DDR, authored the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States: 
Reparations Programmes, and was an adviser to the World Bank on the process leading to the World 
Development Report 2011: Conflict, Security, and Development. He has been an adviser to different 
transitional justice bodies in Peru, Guatemala, Morocco, Colombia, and the Philippines. He is the Chair 
of the Advisory Board of the Open Society’s Justice Initiative, and a member of the advisory boards of 
the International Center for Transitional Justice, the Archives and Dealing with the Past Project, and a 
member of the boards of the Global Survivor’s Fund, the Universal Rights Group, and of the 
International Center for Multigenerational Legacies of Trauma. 

Pablo has published extensively on transitions to democracy, democratic theory, and the relationship 
between morality, politics, and law, and is on the board of editors of the International Journal of 
Transitional Justice and of several book series related to the topic.  His articles include “Theorizing 
Transitional Justice,” in Transitional Justice, NOMOS, vol. LI, Melissa Williams, Rosemary Nagy, and Jon 
Elster, eds. (NYU Press, 2012). Pablo is the editor or co-editor of ten books, including Jürgen Habermas’s 
The Inclusion of the Other (MIT Press, 1998), Global Justice and Transnational Politics (MIT Press, 2002), 
Las Razones de la Justicia: A Festschrift for Thomas McCarthy (México: UNAM, 2006), and in areas 
related to transitional justice, The Handbook of Reparations (Oxford, 2006), Transitional Justice and 
Development: Making Connections (SSRC, 2009), and Disarming the Past: Transitional Justice and Ex-
combatants (SSRC, 2010), among others. 

Born in Colombia, Pablo graduated from Yale University (BA) and from Northwestern University (PhD). 
Before joining the ICTJ, he was an associate professor with tenure in the Philosophy Department at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo, where he taught ethics and political theory. He was also 
Laurance S. Rockefeller fellow at the Center for Human Values at Princeton University and held a 
concurrent fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities. He has lectured at NYU, Yale, 
Harvard, Columbia, Cornell, European University Institute, and in universities across Europe and Latin 
America. 

 

Igor Cvetkovski is an international reparations and transitional justice specialist currently providing 
expert advice and support to the Global Survivors Fund (GSF) on reparations for victims of Conflict 



 

Related Sexual Violence. Before joining the Global Survivors Fund, Igor was the Head of the Land, 
Property and Reparations Unit of the International Organization for Migration (IOM).  

Over the years he has worked on a variety of programmes and initiatives, including the German Forced 
Labor Compensation, the Holocaust Victims Assets Programmes as well as national reparations and 
restitution programmes in Sierra Leone, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Germany, Chile, Colombia, Iraq, Syria and 
Yemen. 

While with IOM, he was responsible for the management of the Roma Holocaust Survivors Programme 
implemented in Serbia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Check Republic, Slovakia, Romania and Moldova 
benefiting more than 10,000 Roma Holocaust Survivors with financing from the German Foundation 
“Remembrance, Responsibility and Future” and the Swiss Banks Settlement fund managed by a law firm 
assigned to be “special master” by the US Federal Court. 

Originally from Skopje, former Yugoslavia, now North Macedonia, Igor studied philosophy and has more 
than 20 years of experience in the humanitarian, peace, human rights, transitional justice and 
development sectors, particularly on issues related to reparations for human rights violations and land 
and property restitution.  Igor advocates for a survivor-centric, inclusive and pragmatic approach in the 
development of reparations policies and mechanisms, a broad notion of accountability to prevent and 
respond to human rights violations, and comprehensive but not sequenced transitional justice 
pathways.  

 

Eduardo González is a Peruvian sociologist with more than twenty years of experience supporting 
transitional justice processes around the globe. He served in the NGO Coalition for the International 
Criminal Court, advocating for the establishment of the ICC. Later, he served on the managerial team of 
Peru’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (CVR), leading the organization of the commission’s public 
hearings and contributing to the preparation of its Final Report. From his country’s truth commission, he 
went on to serve at the International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) where he led the Truth and 
Memory Program, supporting the work of about twenty truth commissions and similar initiatives in all 
continents, and building transitional justice capacity among hundreds of practitioners around the world. 
Some of the processes he has directly led include advocacy and training activities, the design and 
operationalization of both official and unofficial truth commission mandates, the interaction of 
indigenous peoples’ rights and truth commissions, the design of reparations programs and the setting 
up of memorialization initiatives.  

Since 2015, as an independent consultant, he supports official transitional justice processes in Mali (the 
Truth Justice and Reconciliation Commission - CVJR), Sri Lanka (the Secretariat for Coordinating 
Reconciliation Mechanisms – SCRM), Colombia (the Truth Clarification Commission – CEV) and 
indigenous peoples’ truth-seeking in Finland. He holds an M.A. in Sociology from the New School for 
Social Research, he has written and lectured extensively about truth commissions and transitional 
justice, including in the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 
Brooklyn College, and the New School. Currently, he serves as a research affiliate at the Mary Hoch 
Center for Reconciliation at George Mason University. 



 

 

Sarah Kasande is Head of Office and an Advocate of Courts of Judicature in Uganda. She has extensive 
experience and training in gender and the law, international law, transitional justice, and constitutional 
law and over nine years of experience working in the field of human rights and transitional justice. Sarah 
has provided technical advice and capacity on a broad range of transitional themes to state and non-
state actors, and undertaken research on international justice, gender justice, and transitional justice. 

Before joining ICTJ, Sarah served as a senior program officer with the Uganda Association of Women 
Lawyers (FIDA Uganda), where she worked to advance access to justice for vulnerable women and 
children. In 2008, she was awarded the Open Society Justice Initiative Fellowship.  Sarah holds an LL.M. 
in International Human Rights Law from the Central European University in Budapest, an LL.B. (Hons) 
from Makerere University, and a postgraduate diploma in Legal Practice from the Law Development 
Centre. 

 

Ms. Yasmin Sooka is the Executive Director of the Foundation for Human Rights in South Africa. The 
Foundation is the country's primary indigenous grant maker, established by President Mandela's 
government in 1996 and the European Union to fund the human rights sector in South Africa. Sooka 
chaired the government's Steering Committee of the National Forum Against Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerances, which is responsible for developing a National 
Action Plan to combat racism in the country. 

A leading international expert in the field of Transitional Justice, Sooka served on the South African 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission from 1996-2001 and chaired the committee responsible for the 
final report from 2001-03. She was appointed by the United Nations to serve on the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone from 2002-04. She is also a member of the Advisory Body on 
the Review of Resolution 1325. 

In July 2010, Sooka was appointed to the three-member Panel of Experts advising the Secretary General 
on accountability for war crimes committed during the final stages of the war in Sri Lanka. The report 
was published in May 2011. She published two additional reports on Sri Lanka in 2014. She is the co-
author of The Unfinished War: Torture and Sexual Violence in Sri Lanka: 2009-2014 with the Bar Human 
Rights Committee of England and Wales and the International Truth and Justice Project, Sri Lanka. Sooka 
is also the co-author of an interactive report; Five Years On: The White Flag Incident 2009-2014, with the 
International Truth and Justice Project, Sri Lanka. 

In March 2014, Sooka co-authored the African Union's Policy on Transitional Justice. She has also 
assisted many governments in setting up transitional bodies such as Truth Commissions and has advised 
on reparation programs. She has also consulted on issues of Transitional Justice and Gender. 

Sooka has been part of many advisory missions on Transitional Justice for the United Nations including 
Afghanistan, Burundi, Kenya, Nepal, and Uganda. In addition she consults regularly for the Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs in Switzerland, and has participated in several missions including to 
Burundi, Libya, and Tunisia. She is a member of an independent review panel appointed by the 
secretary-general of the UN that will investigate the United Nations response to the allegations of sexual 
exploitation and abuse of children by foreign military forces not under United Nations command. 



 

 

Sally Avery Bermanzohn, PhD. went to Duke University in North Carolina in the 1960s, participating in 
the movements for civil rights and women's equality.  Majoring in history, she worked as a community 
organizer and a union organizer.  In 1979, she was present at the Greensboro Massacre, when Ku Klux 
Klan and Nazi in collaboration with the Greensboro police, attacked anti-Klan demonstrators and killed 
five people.  Sally’s husband survived a bullet wound to the head, and remains partially paralyzed. The 
couple moved to New York, where Sally earned a PhD from the City University of New York, and taught 
for two decades at Brooklyn College. She wrote Through Survivors' Eyes: From the Sixties to the 
Greensboro Massacre (Vanderbilt University Press) and co-edited Violence and Politics, a Globalization’s 
Paradox  (Routledge).  Now professor emerita, Sally and her husband live in Hudson Valley, where they 
are active in the African Roots Library in Kingston, and the Association of Native Americans of the 
Hudson Valley. Recently, Sally published two works of historical fiction, Indian Annie, A Grandmother’s 
Story, and Willow’s Secrets (Epigraph).   


