
 

Panel 2 

How Do We Build Collaborative Models for a Transitional Justice Process? 

 

This panel explores how human rights and academic institutions, and their affiliates, can best support an 
existing grassroots network of racial justice advocates working on themes related to Transitional Justice 
in the United States in ways that do not replicate the same predominant power structures these 
movements seek to dismantle.  

 

MODERATOR: 

Ashley Quarcoo, Senior Fellow, Democracy, Conflict and Governance Program, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace & Visiting Fellow, SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins 

 

PANELISTS: 

Dr. David Ragland, Co-founder & Co-Executive Director of the Truth Telling Project and the Director of 
the Grassroots Reparations Campaign 

Jodie Geddes, Healing Circles Manager, Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth (RJOY) and Co-manager, 
Coming to the Table 

Professor Jennifer Llewellyn, Yogis and Keddy Chair in Human Rights Law, Schulich School of Law at 
Dalhousie University, Canada 

Christine Diindiisi McCleave, Chief Executive Officer, National Native American Boarding School Healing 
Coalition 

 

ABOUT THE PARTICIPANTS: 

Dr. David Ragland is one of the co-founders and co-executive director of the Truth Telling Project and 
the director of the Grassroots Reparations Campaign. David is a writer, scholar and activist. David 
recently published a series on reparations in Yes Magazine. He most recently taught at Pacifica Graduate 
Institute. David has also taught at Bucknell University, Juniata College and Southern Illinois University. 
David’s areas of activism and research focus on: moral injuries and the possibilities of transforming 
violence and intergenerational trauma against vulnerable populations in the U.S.; envisioning and 
working for a world with reduced violence on all levels; and the intersections of critical race issues, 
decoloniality, restorative justice, peace education, and Africana and Existentialist philosophies. As an 
activist, educator, and scholar, David’s work has been rooted in his home community near Ferguson, 
Missouri. His analysis is drawn from the radical teachings of Martin Luther King, Jr., particularly King’s 
description of the “triplet evils of racism, militarism, and materialism” as an ever present part of 
American life. Dr. Ragland focuses specifically on how our society conceives justice as retributive and 
proposes a shift toward restorative justice to transform communities and criminal justice systems. David 



 

weaves his personal experience of growing up in segregated St. Louis with the history of that city and 
nearby Ferguson, explaining how Ferguson became the new center of American racism and Black 
resistance. In the early days of the Ferguson Uprising, David cofounded the Truth Telling Project so that 
marginalized voices could be heard and move society to lay a groundwork for healing, reconciliation and 
social transformation. Georgetown University’s Advocacy lab included Dr. Ragland’s research as part of 
the “most important research on advocacy” in the last forty years. David was recently inducted into Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Collegium of Scholars at Morehouse College. He served as the Senior Bayard 
Rustin Fellow at FOR and as a board member for the Peace and Justice Studies Association." 

 

Jodie Geddes, Healing Circles Manager, Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth (RJOY) and Co-manager, 
Coming to the Table. Ms. Geddes is an international speaker on restorative justice, author, and advocate 
for racial healing and justice. She has an MA in conflict transformation from Eastern Mennonite 
University’s Center for Justice and Peacebuilding. A Jamaican, West Indies native by way of Brooklyn, NY, 
Jodie uses her story as a catalyst for creating new narratives about the black experience and the 
possibilities for healing. She currently serves as the Healing Services Manager at RJOY (Restorative 
Justice for Oakland Youth) and Co-Manager for CTTT (Coming to The Table).  Jodie is also co-author of 
the Little Book of Racial Healing: Coming to the Table for Truth-Telling, Liberation, and Transformation. 
In addition, she co-hosts a podcast called Maternity Leave. 

 

Jennifer Llewellyn, Professor of Law, Yogis and Keddy Chair in Human Rights Law & Chair, Restorative 
Justice and Director of the Restorative Justice Research, Innovative and Education Lab (RRIELab).  Having 
published extensively on the theory and practice of a restorative approach, Professor Llewellyn’s 
teaching and research are focused in the areas of relational theory, restorative justice, truth 
commissions, peacebuilding, international and domestic human rights law, public law and Canadian 
constitutional law. From 2006-2012, Professor Llewellyn was the Director of the Nova Scotia Restorative 
Justice Community University Research Alliance (NSRJ-CURA), a collaborative research partnership 
between university and community partners focused on the institutionalization of restorative justice. 
She is currently Director of the International Learning Community on a Restorative Approach, an 
international collaboration of researchers, policy makers and practitioners supporting jurisdictions 
committed to being restorative communities. Professor Llewellyn has advised governments and NGO’s 
and supported many governments, projects and programs including the Nova Scotia Restorative Justice 
Program, the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission, the South African Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, the Jamaican government, the government of New Zealand and the United Nations. Her 
world-renowned expertise resulted in her appointment as an expert on the UN mechanism to review 
the UN Basic Principles for the Use of Restorative Justice in Criminal Matters. Additionally, Professor 
Llewellyn facilitated the design process for the first ever restorative public inquiry (into the Nova Scotia 
Home for Colored Children) and served as a Commissioner for the Inquiry.  She previously advised the 
Assembly of First Nations and Canadian Truth and Reconciliation Commission on the response to 
Residential School abuse.   

 



 

Recognized for her contribution in the field of restorative justice, Professor Llewellyn was awarded the 
National Ron Wiebe Restorative Justice Award from Correctional Services Canada in 2015 and was the 
2018 recipient of the Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council National Impact Award, 
the highest award for research achievement and impact in Canada. In 2019, she received the Dalhousie 
University President's Research Excellence Award for Research Impact. She has also worked extensively 
in the field internationally, including with the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the 
Jamaican government, the government of New Zealand and the United Nations. She has co-edited two 
books in the area: Being Relational: Reflections on Relational Theory and Health Law (UBC Press, 2011) 
and Restorative Justice, Reconciliation and Peacebuilding (Oxford University Press, 2014). 

 

Christine Diindiisi McCleave, Chief Executive Officer, National Native American Boarding School Healing 
Coalition.  She is an enrolled citizen of Turtle Mountain Ojibwe Nation and a leader and an activist for 
Indigenous Rights, advocating for truth, justice, and healing for the genocidal policy of U.S. Indian 
Boarding Schools. Diindiisi McCleave's grandfather attended Marty Catholic Indian Boarding School in SD 
and Haskell Indian Boarding School in Kansas. Her great grandfather attended Carlisle Indian Boarding 
School. Boarding school’s inter-generational impacts on her personal life and children’s lives led 
McCleave to complete her Master of Arts in Leadership research on the spectrum of spiritual practices 
between traditional Native American spirituality and Christianity and the legacy of the boarding schools 
on spiritual activities and Indian Activism today. Diindiisi McCleave has dedicated her life and work to 
pursuing truth and healing for the Indigenous survivors of historical and inter-generational trauma at the 
hands of colonialism and settler-states. She is one of the primary investigators for the “Child Removal in 
Native Communities: An Anonymous Survey,” and recently published a scholarly article titled, “The 
Catholic Church and U.S. Indian Boarding Schools: What Colonial Empire Has to do With God” in the 
Journal of the West: Catholic Indian Mission Schools: Colonial or Decolonized spaces in the American 
West (Vol. 59, No. 3, Summer 2020). Most recently, Diindiisi McCleave was instrumental in writing 
H.R.8420 - Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policy Act—the first bill ever 
introduced to for a commission addressing boarding school policy in the U.S. She is also a member of the 
Truth and Reconciliation working group for the City of Minneapolis.  

 

Ashley Quarcoo, Senior Fellow, Democracy, Conflict and Governance Program, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace & Visiting Fellow, SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins, Ashley Quarcoo is a senior 
fellow with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace’s Democracy, Conflict and Governance 
Program. Her research focuses on threats to democracy, social and political polarization, and 
comparative approaches toward building social cohesion and democratic renewal.  She is also a Visiting 
Fellow with the SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins University, where she is launching the Race, 
Memory, and Democracy Project. The project will bring scholars, practitioners, and community 
members together to explore how public memory projects can support racial healing and democratic 
discourse.  Ms. Quarcoo also serves as Senior Research Manager at the Aspen Institute's Citizenship and 
American Identity Program where she leads "Who Is Us? A Project on American Identity."  Who Is Us is a 
research project based on the premise that the severe fragmentation of American society is a direct 
threat to our democracy. To promote cohesion, we must more deeply examine the multiple narratives 



 

that define the American story in order to forge greater consensus around the contours of American 
identity.    

Ms. Quarcoo previously spent over a decade supporting peacebuilding and democratic development in 
post-conflict countries and countries transitioning out of authoritarianism.  She previously worked for 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) where she supported strategy, policy, and 
program development for a nearly $300 million democracy, human rights, and governance foreign 
assistance portfolio. In this role, she helped to lead major U.S. Government responses to political 
transitions in Ethiopia, Sudan, Zimbabwe, and South Sudan.  Between assignments at USAID, Ms. 
Quarcoo served at the State Department, leading the development of U.S. strategy for United Nations 
peace operations in Sudan and South Sudan.  As a Presidential Management Fellow from 2008 to 2010, 
Quarcoo served as a legislative aide to Congresswoman Nita Lowey, supporting the State and Foreign 
Operations portfolio and also served on the Haiti Task Team following the 2010 earthquake. Prior to 
government service, Ms. Quarcoo worked on access to justice and human rights in Africa, including for 
the Carter Center and the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation based in South Africa. 


